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Special Educational Needs Inclusion Funding (SENIF) and
Special Educational Needs Enhanced Level Funding (SENELF) Funding Declaration
(2026-2027 Financial Year)

	Section A – Setting
To be completed by the setting



	Full name of Setting:
	

	Contact for this application:
	

	Email address of setting applicant:

	

	Address of setting:
	



	Section B – Child
To be completed by the setting in consultation with the child’s parents/carers



	Legal name of Child:
	

	Date of birth:
	

	Address:
	







	Section E – Declaration
to be signed by the OFSTED Registered Person/Trustee and agreed by SEND Early Years Service



I confirm that the information provided is complete and accurate and we agree the following:

1. I/We confirm that the ‘SENIF/SENELF Expectations Guidance’ has been read, will be adhered to and that if we are unable to evidence this, that funding may be removed and possibly recouped.

2. I/We confirm that, if applying for SENELF we have referenced the SEN Matrix and read the ‘Accompanying guidance on SEN costings for Early Years Providers’ thereby understanding how funding decisions are made, and amounts allocated.

3. I/We understand that the funding made under this scheme is an annual payment across a financial year that will be distributed termly. It will not automatically be repeated into a new financial year (although you are welcome to reapply). Settings are responsible for ensuring applications are received in the funding period for which they want to begin claiming.

4. I/We understand it is the setting’s responsibility to notify the SEND Early Years Service in a timely manner if a child is absent for 10 working days or more. This is to support a settings safeguarding procedure.

5. I/We understand that funding will generally follow a child to a new setting if they move during a funding period. However, this can be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. It is the settings responsibility to raise matters regarding children’s movement between providers.

6. I/We understand that funding is a contribution towards additional support for a child in the setting and that our setting is committing to implementing appropriate support strategies, which will be regularly reviewed alongside parents and professionals working with the child.

7. I/We understand that as part of the monitoring process, the Local Authority may carry out monitoring visits during the funded period. This will be to ensure the SEND support is in place, confirm the child is attending and review how funding is impacting on progress and development.

8. I/We understand that SENIF/SENELF can be removed if a setting is not able to demonstrate that planned support for the child is in place and that we are meeting the expectations of the EYFS and SEND Code of practice.  

9. I/We understand that it is the setting’s responsibility to notify the Local Authority of any amendments to a child’s hours or a change of placement, and that failure to do so may affect payments. 

10. I/We understand that it is our duty to complete an impact evaluation when requested by the Local Authority in relation to the named child in this declaration. 

	Name of OFSTED Registered Person/Trustee or representative
	

	Signature (Applications without signatures will be returned)
	

	Parent/carer signature 

	


	Date 
	



[image: Data protection padlock symbol.]Data protection – ESCC is registered under the 1988 Data Protection Act in respect of personal data that it holds.  Information written on this form is stored on a computer and in paper format for the purpose of assessing, monitoring, and auditing the Early Years Inclusion Support Fund.  I understand that the information I provide is shared with Early Years Inclusion Support Fund Panel members to enable them to decide on funding needs of the child.  The members of the Panel are drawn from Children’s Services.  The information may also be shared with other agencies working with the child if we think it will assist the Panel members to make their decisions.

Send completed form to:  SENDEYS@eastsussex.gov.uk

If you are unable to email the form postal details are below

	SEND EARLY YEARS Admin
West B, County Hall,
St Anne’s Crescent,
Lewes BN7 1UE
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